The year 1996 marked the quattrocentenary of Descartes' birth. This paper reviews his pineal neuropsychology. It demonstrates that Descartes understood the true anatomical position of the pineal. His intraventricular pineal (or glande H) was a theoretical construct which allowed him to describe the operations of his manlike ''earthen machine.'' In the Treatise of Man he shows how all the behaviors of such machines could then be accounted for without the presence of self-consciousness. Infrahuman animals are ''conscious automata.'' In Passions of the Soul he adds, but only for humans, self-consciousness to the machine. In a modern formulation, only humans not only know but know that they know.
Introduction
René Descartes was born just over 400 years ago on 31 March 1596 in the small village of La Haye near Tours. Although he is normally thought of as a mathematician and a philosopher, and with good reason, he in fact spent a good part of his later life investigating and puzzling over the human microcosm. The works in which he expounded his neuropsychology are principally L'Homme (1632; published 1662) usually translated into English as A Treatise of Man, and to a lesser extent the 1649 Les Passions de l'Ame
